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rExecutive Summary J

Perception of Ulleungdo and Dokdo in Modern Japanese

Topographies on Korea

Modern Japan's compilation of topographies on foreign states is closely r
elated to her colonization of Asian states. Colonization, by its nature, needed geo
graphical knowledge on the areas to be colonized. Before that, topographers in To
kugawa Japan used secondary sources like Joseon Dynasty's traditional topographi
es and writings of interpreters in Tsushima. This method became obsolete and ine
pt in Meiji Japan which needed vivid foreign informations for establishing moder
n, formal relationship with other Asian countries. In result, as the Japanese coloni
zation of Asia progressed, modern geography took the place of the traditional top
ographies.

This study analyzes Japanese topographical descriptions on Ulleungdo an
d Dokdo, focusing on changes in the names of the islands. Traditional Japanese n
ame of Dokdo, Matsushima, was sometimes disregarded and was called as Lianco
urt Rocks according to the Westerners' naming, and in later Tokugawa and early
Meiji period, three names of Dokdo coexisted - Matsushima, Takeshima, and Lian
court Rocks. The same can be said in the case of Ulleungdo which had multiple
Japanese names of Matsushima, Takeshima, and Dagelet.

Usually, Matsushima is recorded as Ulleungdo in the maps containing b
oth of Matsushima and Takeshima, but Takeshima is designated as either Dokdo

or Jukdo depending on the authors of the maps in question. This results in discre
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pancies between maps and topographies in terms of the names of the islands. The
same can be said as to the description of Suirdshi, which explains that Ulleungdo'
s 'another name is Matsushima', and that Dokdo is also called 'Liancourt Rocks'.
It was not until 1933 that Suirdshi stopped the use of 'Liancourt Rocks' and bega
n to solely use 'Takeshima'.

Topographies before 1905, the year when Japan incorporated Dokdo into
her territory, always described Ulleungdo with Dokdo in the same section and 'Li
ancourt Rocks' was usually described as belonging to Ulleungdo. This suggests th
at 'Liancourt Rocks' was supposed to belong to Korea like its main island Ulleun
gdo. Although Japan incorporated Takeshima into her territory, topographies in 19
12 still described Dokdo as 'Liancourt Rocks'.

Both of Ulleungdo and Dokdo also appears in Japanese topographies. At
first, the islands were described in a section on Oki, but after the forced annexati
on of Korea in 1910, the two islands appeared in topographies on Japan, alongsid
e of mainland Joseon. And in some occasions, the two islands were not explained
as belongings to Japanese territory, even though they were described in the sectio
n on Oki. After the forced annexation of Korea, however, Dokso began to be des
cribed as 'belonging to Oki' apart from its main island Ulleungdo. Some of the co
ntemporary topographies in Japan deals with Dokdo, but the number of them is e
xtremely limited.

The most notable in the descriptions of Ulleungdo and Dokdo in Japane
se topographies is that they lack consistencies and continuities as to the two islan
ds' longitude and latitude, names, geographical expressions, etc. From these facts,
a conclusion can be derived that Japan did not recognize Dokdo as her native terr

itory even after entering the modern period.
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